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ABSTRACT 

This teaching unit, "The Alabama Constitution of 1901 Unit," 
is the sixth in a series of 10 units about Alabama state history, part of a 
project designed to help teachers integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. Although the units are designed to augment 
the study of Alabama, they are useful in the study of U.S. history, world 
history, and the social studies in general. Each unit contains background 
information for the teacher and consists of several lessons. Lessons contain 
learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents. This unit is 
divided into six sections: (1) "Introduction"; (2) "Lesson 1: A Map Can Tell 

a Story" (Map of Alabama; one primary source document); (3) "Lesson 2: 
Petticoat Power" (General Suggestions for Analyzing a Document; two primary 
source documents); (4) "Lesson 3: We Have... No Member... Who Can Speak" (two 
primary source documents); (5) "Lesson 4: An Opposite View" (one primary 
source document); and (6) "Lesson 5: Voting after the Constitution" (Synopsis 
of Voting Requirements; three primary source documents). (BT) 
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Project Description 

This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history 
organized in ten chronological/subject areas: 



• Creek War, 1813-1814 

• Settlement 

• Slavery 

• Civil War 

• Reconstruction 

• 1901 Constitution 

• World War I 

• Depression/New Deal 

• World Warn 

• Civil Rights Movement 



While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama 
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive. 
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the 
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents 
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums. 



Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several 
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents. 
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary 
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used 
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities 
may be created based on the primary source materials provided. 



Purpose of the Project 

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary 
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize 
and empathize with people of other times and places." These documents help students 
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austill at the Canoe Fight of 
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the 
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute 
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama 
history and the study of all civilizations. 
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The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama 
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual 
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose 
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way 
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom. 
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This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. Each unit contains background information for the 
teacher and is made up of several lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, 
suggested activities, and documents. Documents are reproduced in the original form and 
transcribed when necessary. Primary source materials may be printed and reproduced for 
classroom use. Lessons can be used without modification, adapted for specific class use, 
or entire new lessons and activities may be created based on the primary source materials 
provided. 




6 



Using Primary Sources in the Classroom: 
The Alabama Constitution of 1901 Unit 



Introduction to the 1901 Constitution_Unit 

As the 20th cenhiry dawned in Alabama, demands to redraw the basic framework of state 
government grew. The "Redeemer Constitution" of 1875 had effectively wrested political 
control from the coalition of Republican "scalawags" (native Republicans), 
"carpetbaggers" (Northern opportunists), and newly freed blacks who had briefly held 
power during Reconstruction. However, its limits on state support for commercial 
development through river improvement and railroad construction, and its low tax 
ceilings which kept schools poor increasingly drew criticism from reform-minded 
Alabamians. 

Of greater importance to the politically powerful was the need to better control who voted 
in the state, a legacy of the tumultuous 1890s when the conservative Democrats were 
challenged by the Farmers' Alliance/Populist movement. The entrenched "Bourbons" had 
maintained control during that period through a combination of intimidating African 
Americans, raising the specter of "black rule" to keep whites within the party, and 
fraudulently counting votes for conservative candidates when all else failed. 
Uncomfortable with the turmoil and subterfuge of these campaigns, many leaders of the 
conservative Democrats embraced calls for a new constitution as a way to ensure "honest 
elections" — by legally taking the vote away from blacks so that they would not have to 
be stolen. 

Closely contested elections saw a convention assembled and a new Constitution adopted 
in 1901. Generally supported by the conservative "Bourbon" planters of the Black Belt 
counties and their allies in the rapidly industrializing Birmin^am area, both the 
convention and the proposed Constitution had significant opposition from poor farmers 
and Afiican Americans afraid of losing their already tenuous political identities. The 
resulting 1901 Constitution fulfilled their fears as a host of stringent suffrage restrictions 
effectively denied great numbers of both classes the right to vote. 

Accurately described by present-day historians as "designed to freeze change in desirable 
channels," the 1901 Constitution [http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/ 
intro/pgOl .html] not only restricted suffrage but also did little to make government more 
responsive to the challenges of a new century. The 1901 Constitution was more a code of 
laws than a framework for government, as the Legislature retained near complete control 
over local affairs, making necessary hundreds of amendments over the succeeding 
decades. 




1 



7 



For more information see: 



Alabama Moments in American History: Alabama's 1901 Constitution 
http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec37.html 
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Lesson 1: A Map Can Tell a Story 



1 . Background information for teachers: 

Both the vote to hold a convention and the vote to ratify the resulting constitution in 1901 
were hotly contested, revealing sectional cleavages familiar in Alabama's history. The 
need for a new constitution to replace the 1875 "Redeemer Constitution" was sought by 
Alabamians with a variety of reform agendas, but the major issue came down to denying 
the vote to blacks in an effort to promote "honest elections." 

In the vote to assemble a convention, the proponents drew their strength from the 
plantation Black Belt counties, gamering 61 percent of the statewide vote. Opposition 
was centered in the north Alabama hill country and the southeastern Wiregrass region 
where white small farmers feared losing their right to vote in the proposed "reform" 
constitution. Once the new constitution was promulgated and put to a vote, the opposition 
increased so that the 1901 Constitution garnered only 57 percent of the statewide vote. 

Again, the Black Belt counties — home to most black Alabamians — provided the margin 
of victory since a majority of votes in the rest of the state disapproved the new 
constitution. In ten of these Black Belt counties, more votes were cast in favor of 
ratification than there were registered voters -- reprising the accusations of vote fi’aud that 
had led to the demand for a new constitution in the first place. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify various counties in Alabama. 

2. Recognize voting patterns. 

3. Discuss a possible link between the geographic areas of Alabama and 
political opinion. 



3. Suggested Activities: 

1. Provide students with two_blank maps of Alabama (attached and at 

http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/blankmap.gif) and two different 
colors of crayons or colored pencils and a copy of Document 1. 
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2. Ask the students to label each map as follows: 

Map A. Should a Constitutional Convention be Held? (April 23, 1901) 
Map B. Ratification of the Constitution (November 11, 1901) 

3. Using one color ask the students to shade in the counties that supported 
the convention on map A. 

4. Using the same color, ask the students to shade in the counties that 
supported the constitution on map B. 

5. Using the second color, ask the students to shade in the counties that were 
against the convention on map A. 

6. Using the second color, again, ask the students to shade in the counties 
that did not support the constitution on map B. 

7. Allow students to point out the similarities and differences in the maps. 

8. Use a map of the geographic divisions of the state. Are there patterns that 
can be noticed? How did the Black Belt vote? How did the northern 
portions of Alabama vote? 

9. What conclusions or ideas can be drawn about the population of Alabama 
and the support of the constitution? 

10. Allow the students to locate their county and discuss the opinions of their 
home areas. 



Document 1: 

"Votes by Counties on the Question of Holding a Constitutional Convention and 
the Ratification of the Constitution," Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Official and Statistical Register 1903 (Montgomery: Brown Printing Co., 
1903). 
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Map of Alabama 
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Lesson 2: Petticoat Power! 



1. Background information for teachers: 

While the Constitutional Convention of 1901 debated how best to restrict suffrage among 
adult males, a group of Alabama women in the Huntsville area petitioned the delegates to 
grant adult females the right to vote. Although largely a national movement, a state 
women's suffrage club had been increasingly active since its 1 892 formation. Supported 
by literature and a petition from Elizabeth Cady Stanton's and Susan B. Anthony's 
National American Woman Suffrage Association, the president of the Alabama auxiliary 
was allowed to address the 1901 Convention. 

A subsequent vote on including a women's suffrage provision failed passage by a four-to- 
one margin. The fact that four states in the U.S. allowed women equal voting rights as 
men swayed few delegates, most of whom accepted the prevailing notion about politics 
being unsuited for women. Not a few probably agreed with the sentiments of delegate 
(and future U.S. Senator) Tom Heflin that the whole idea was the work of "a few cranks 
strolling over the state." 

With the defeat of their suffrage proposal in 1901, the women's suffrage club died. It 
would be reborn in 1910, but with little success over the next decade. Alabama women 
gained the right to vote only in 1920 when the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
was ratified by the requisite three- fourths of the states (not including Alabama). 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify some of the women who were prominent in the women's suffrage 
movement. 

2. Define an editorial and discuss its purpose. 

3. Synthesize a letter of response using historical background. 



3. Suggested Activities: 

1. Provide a copy of Document 1, the letter from Carrie Chapman Catt, and 

Document 2, the editorial comments from "The Woman's Journal" 
publication to each student. 
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2. Ask the students to use the general suggestions for analyzing a written 
document while studying the letter. 

3. Ask students the following questions: 

a. Do you recognize any of the names on the letterhead of the letter? 

b. Describe the roles of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, 
and Carrie Chapman Catt in the national women's suffrage 
movement. 

c. Read the editorial column found in "The Woman's Journal" 
publication. What is the purpose of an editorial? Do you agree or 
disagree with the points that the editor made? Why? 

d. The property of a wife could be used to determine a man's 
eligibility to vote in the Alabama Constitution of 1901 . Do you 
believe this to be fair? Why or why not? 

4. Ask the students to write a letter of response to Carrie Chapman Catt's 
letter as if they were the governor. 



Documents: 

Document 1: "Letter from Carrie Chapman Catt to Hon. Chas. H. Miller, 14 June 
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, 

SGI 7778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson2/docl.html 

Document 2: "Editorial Notes from The Woman's Journal ,"Alabama Secretary 
of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SGI 7778, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson3/doc2.html 
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General Suggestions for Analyzing a 
Written Document 



1 . Describe the document. Is this a letter, a will, a bill of sale or some other kind of 
document? 

2. What is the date of the document? Is there more than one date? Why? 

3. Who is the author of the document? Is this person of historical significance? Do 
you believe that the author of this document is credible? Is this document written 
as a requirement of the author's occupation or is this a personal document? 

4. For what audience was this document written? 

5. List or underline three (3) points that the author made that you believe are 
important. 

6. Why do you think that the author wrote this document? Use quotes from the 
document to support your position. 

7. List two (2) things fi-om the document that describes life in the United States or in 
Alabama. 

8. Write one (1) question to the author that is unanswered by the document. 
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NATIONAL HCADQUAHTIR8. BOM AMIRieAN TRACT ROCICTT RUILDINO, N. Y. 

June 14, 1901*. 



Hon* Joel B. ISurrihree., 



Montgomery, Ala. 
Bear Slr:- 



Your Constitutional Convention will undoubtedly amend the 



eleotion laws of the State. . In this conueotiou, the national American 
Woman Suffrage Abso elation invites your consideration of the just olaim 
of the Alabama women to some share in the law-moking power of the State. 
A Couthorn State, Kentuoky, was the first in the Union to grant any form 
of suffrage to women . This it did in 1838 when it gave sohool suffrage 
to widows with ohildreii of sohool ago. At this date, twohty*five States 
have eoctendod to women somo form of limited suffrage, and four have 
granted full suffrage on precisely the same qualifioations as are r.e*- 
qulred of male voters. We do not, therefore, ask your consideration of 
a new or untried proposition. aioloood find sheet, called "Progress •», 
which ooutains mu ch information ooncerniiig the status, of the movement 
and the auooessful operation of woman euffrage in practioe. 

With the hope that Alabama will join the list of States which stand 
for true Bemooracy, I am, 



Document 1: "Letter from Carrie Chapman Catt to Hon. Chas. H. Miller, 14 June 
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, 

SGI 7778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 



Yours’ truly 



(fiiclosure) 
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Stoto. : Tbe iemponuy poetpbaemeat of a 
good ouiao Is only rlctory.deferred. 



• ^o: 



; ^’Tbere Is do longer any luob distlDCtioDi 
or divlslobi as ^Eastoraand Western* wom- 
en;' **writes LQiao Whiting from Oolondo 
to'Ute Chicago fnter-^icerti^ “We are all 
^^erican women, nnited In a ^ompreheo* 
sire commonity of Intoruts— the interests 
of good (dtizensbip, of odntTibiiting tn tl|D 
Indlrlduml interest of each, tp aii that 
makes for eduction, teiuperance, the 
higher coitore, for moral, and spiritual 
dereibpment, and'the bro^entng of every^ 
homan iDteruC It Is tiiie tbet the Cbl- 
oi^o women are eomewhat in advkuoo o*f 
be in the bnt they. are. very tolerant 

and Retool, and-nallte that although 
Coioiudp Is far ahead of Mosiutohu setts in 
certain ' respeets^u in the poli^cal ,en^ 
francbieemeiit of women, for Instanoo— ; 
they* realize, that it Is no fanlt of f-uey 
Stone, or Mre.'^^Lfrennore, or Mrs; Howe, 
or Aiieo Stone Blbckwell, that this Is true. 
The star of empire, the star of the flnoat 
eirilization the world has ever known, is. 
shining over the 'SUrer Stste,* this mouis- 
iolD-erowne^, heautifui Ooioradb.’! , 



OMAK SUFFBAOE DEBAX2D IN Al^AlCA 

>|Tbe 'Fomole Taxpayers qf Alabama 
May Vote,’* “Mr Craig Wlpa. Victory Id 
O onrentioni** ''WilMib Bed Letter-Boy,^? 
“SafTrage Open to WomeainSpMlai ^lept 
tlons.** Such ere the boad-Unea in the 
Montgomery jldecrttser of An^ 9, wbiob 
prefaoe tHe following.onnonoceineDt; 

' The sixty-eixth dayof tbe Cobetitntidbar|^^ 
ConrontioD, Aug. 6, will go down tb blai 
tory as a red letter doy.'bocMse It. woe ‘o° 
this day that tbe CoprbDtion tnqk the 
Aret step toyrar:ds woman suStmgeMh^Ala-^ 
barns. Late yesterday’ aftemMn, Mr.‘ 
CnUg, of Dallas, 'wbd has friSQueirtly on- 
Dooboed bU views nn the abbjeot, \nb-' 
eoeded/lb ^ttlng ^forb the b^y’^an 
amendment provldtiig that women tax- 
payers in Alabama maybe allowod'tb ybie 
in.speblal elections called for' tbe purpose 
of determining whether bonds shall bo 
Issued or debts incurred by poliUeal sdIk^ 
divisions of the State, ^ ^ 

There were hot fdw persons In ibe gab. 
iiry and not a' female Agure was to Jm 
uen, ‘hbt Kt". jNtts, of Ttisoaloosa,^ oTo-' 
gnently Icbampionod the cause '.of tbe 
wpmou tux^yersof tho State, and called 
for an aye and nay yoto. The Cniig 
amendntont was adopted; . . . 

* Later an amendment by 'Mr. doOraffeo- 
raid, of Bale, was adopted. It restricts 
tbe voting oapaolty of women .to those 
who own real estate to the value of 9500^ 
and who live in tho polltleal enbdlvlilon 
aflocted and are oVer || years df age, Mr. 
.Crteer. .uL.CBihonp,.made..ft-torrJd.anoeal. 



taxpayers must^Ilvd In the' ctty'or^ipwn 
affootod^ she shall dtrn-' ASOO wo^h‘bf 
real estate, and shall b<6i^be boder 2i 
years old before she can vote.ra'.bobd 
bsaes dr tnourrhig ohli^tfdpa. " This 
amendment was accepted by’Jddge Oobb; 
> Mr. Greer, of Calbonn, spdko agatnst 
the'^bdle propdsittob. ‘Ha said .'the bbn^ 
yentfop ^kaa travelllbg top teai and' woe 
lakicg ItsoHridicatons. Ko .restrl&tioet 
had been pla^ npon it, Mcgxb.mra bad 
been disfranchised and '^beir *wivM>hi^ 
bMn'onlnaohlsod.. If this thlhg most be 
done, be epiMoted to tho donvontlbb to 
do it;in''oi^er. If women were to bo 'al- 
lowed to vote, it^ should -he r^trlctcd to 
wbito' s^)oien, nhmaniod wbmdof and 
women who resided In the Ideality to^bd 
aSediodi '■ ’ • 

Mr., Greer .^conclndod his rematks ,.by 
mbving to adjourn, bat tbe Conveptlou 
refused tb'adjourh by a vote of ^-^to 49:; ^ 
Judge Coleman then- dIaouMed' the'pro^ 
posed ameudmepta. -He said* be bad'bMn 
oppoMd to woman suflra^ bat wits Will-, 
tug tp^bdW to ’the will oT tbe Codvoblion,* 
hnt'be hoped the- delegates Wdnld defer 
aetloxi ' over night to ^ve-them time to' 
better consider it; ' . ' ’ . 

By a.'sfBp voco vobe nf &8’ to'60| 'the 
deGmflonrsid amendment wm addpted.'- 
‘"Atd.&O oSslohk the Odnvention. bn tno- 
tiob ^ bf' OetMral Sanfnrdi ^bf-iibntgom- 
«rGt,\ adjourned nnUI ^9' b*clodk next' 
morning. i ' ■ ' ; ' 

’The Mont^mery A^vei^er of Aug. 9 
com mdhts edi torially as Ydilbw'a: * ' 

ll!t.ki-i’A.Yl2CO..V6Jsatf.AB-VOTXn^!^^ 
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. BAST LOKDOK. 

• : BT MATTBSW ABXOLD. 

Twas Apgnst, and tbe flozoe snn overhead „ 
Bmofte on the agnalid streeis of Bethnad 
Orsen, 

And the pale weaver thraugb hU windows 
♦ seen 

In Bpitatilslda, looked Ihtioe dUpirited. 
t laet a preacher there l knew, and said, 
^Iirand o'erworked, how >fats yon In this 
■eeoerj 

^Bravely I? said he, “for I of late bays been 
Machoheersd with thpnghta of Christ, tbe 
Msfap frfsad." _ll, 



A Woman Soffragn Bay will be. cole- 
bnited next Frirbor, Ang. 2S, by the suf- 
liagists of New. York, at the Silver Lake 
Assembly. UarHet May MUis, the State 
oigunixei, has called a meeting at 10 
A. M. at Assemhiy Hall on tho grounds. 
This will bo a sympOsiuni Jo which a 
number of promjUiCTt snflnge women wiU 
tako part, tncIudJog several State presi- 
dents. At I F. M, there will be held the 
great meeting of the day, addressed hy 
Stuan B. Anthony, Her. Anna Shaw, and 
others. 



. On, Sept, 7, the saffragUts.have been in- 
vited hy. Eld rod Hubbard and the Boy- 
crofters to hold a meeting In East Anrora. 
In addition to those named above, Mrs. 
Carrie Chapman Catt, Mia. Ban-let Taylor 
Ul^n of Ohio. Her. 'Anna Oaiiin Spencer 
of Bhode island, • Mrs. Hay* .Wright 
Sewall of Indioiia,. and others ere- ex- 
pected. ■ 



After the great suffrage meeting tn 
Bnffalo, Sept. 9 and 10, announced eise- 
whore, there wlU be a conference Sept. 11 
and 12, and on Sept. 13 'Mrs. Sewall and 
Mrs. Fannie Humphrey i Oaffn'ey are plan- 
Ding a large me,eting In the interest of the 
Women*! CoddoII. . 



to ths Convention not b>iua1u Itself ridic- 
ulous hy ditfyunoblsh^R the nagm mao 
and ebfraDehlstng bis Wife, bat the amend- 
ment was adopted aotld the greatest ap- 
plause. 

In another colnma tha fpllowleg details 
are given: 

gCKSTtON OF WOliAn OtlFFBAOp. 

Mr. Oraig, of Dallas, sent np an amendr 
meat providing that women taxpayers 
shall vote on the queftioo of bond issues 
and Bxliig taxes, ano addretted tbe Coiw 
vention. He decland Ciat Jo property 
mat^ccB srotreo hud :^amb rights aa 
men. Be showed aa> an ex^pio a Kpaf* 
gomery woman-who o^me n4ar loalng her 
property heoause of an inoreis^ proputy 
tax. She had no' one to voW'^lor her. 

Mr. Fitts, of Tusoalqosoi'spoke to snp- 
port of die Craig amendment; He admit- 
ted thMe is a‘ strong* prejudice In Alabama 
against women voting, hut common and 
oven-liaoded justlM demandM that wom- 
en should have a right to vote when the 
property of women was to be^oted away; 

, Mr. Boone, of Mobile, moved ,the pre- 
viouB queatiuD and itwas ordOTed.' 

Mr. O’Neal, of Lauderdale, moved to 
tahie the Craig amendment. - * 

A call for the ayes and naya hy Ur; 
Fitta was sostained. 



“In the dlsooasion an4 settle meat of 
the Suffrage Bqport hy the Oonstitodonal^ 
CoQventioo, it reiused to allow women the^ 
right to vote op ad equal foqtlug'witb 
men. 

“k*'esterday afternoon, however, the 
Cooventfon, after an animated dlsousstoo, 
inserted an ameodmeot in the Mnnlelpal 
Article giving . a certaio olaa> <*f women 
the right to vote to a limited extent. 

**The amendnient permlta women who 
are property boldcra to vote on qnesHons 
of Issnlpg muo|elpal bonds ox of iaearriog 
ohligntloos. Only those women who can 
comply with tho' mala soffngp qqajiftcq-, 
tiona as to age, good etiuraotcr, educaUop- 
aJ And propmi^ requisitea, ore admitted 
to ^e^exerolw oladffr^e, even on theee 
qapstiona. 

*'A provision of this kind seems to be 
Just and reasonable; tn all bnr towns and 
cities there Ofe many women who own 
cocdiderable qnaotltiei of real estate apd 
other property. They are large taxpay- 
ers, and an vitally interested in the 
amonnt of burdens to be; laid npon fcbelr 
property and upon the disposition of the 
taxes they pay. It may bo said that they 
nsoally have male relativee, who cab voice 
tbelr views at the; ballot box.' So they 
may have in many cities, hat not in all. 
But tiMwe relatives have thttr own Inter^ 
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,0 honiM tool! u Idbl'M Ukki osnttio 



8«t ap.a niftflt of eyerH(^Bg;lig^ 

I AboTS tho bowUog Moaet* ebb (uid flow, 

1 To cheer tb«e, end to right ibee li tboo toam, 
t Ifot with lose loll tboa laboreet Uixougb the 

: ,> « .Digbll * ■' ■ . • 

‘.Tboanek’ei the beaYoa.thoQ bop’it Indeed 
‘ '.‘thjhome. ’ . • ^ 



^DltpRIAL notes. 

At.Montgomerx, A^fl, women sufftege 
got into thp.new Conetltotion 'of Alabema 
in e mndified form, It wee puet^ that 
no <dtj oonld Issne bonds witbontsnhmit' 
-Ung the qnestlon to Totere, Amid. great 
ontbaslajsm.en nmendment was adopted 
' njiowlng women wbp paj taxes on $5O0 of 
I real estate to '^te at all bond,eieotlona. 
> But next day, bn a moUon to raoonsldcr, 
I wise and equitable i^ton was *re> 
j versed, and .tbp amenjdment ' wm lost. 



I Inthe debate oponnobneldeiatiim; A Dg: 
B, ^ome angry and ‘dia'respeotlal speeohea 
- were m^e e^nst the measure. Among 
I nthen, that of Hoin' T. ' !<• Long, . of 
' Walker, eeems to*have enjoyed aa un- 
wholeibuM' preSmlnence. A eorres^bd* 
ant laye: **Be epoke aa load as be could 
acteam, with the gestlealatioD of a ruffian^ 
J have borer, heard anything leas ohlralrlo 
b^^ofo sarbge uttered In .the presence of 
^dignlfled men who hare mothere, wires, 
^u^ danghtera.*' ' , ,, 



•' iTbe prlrilege wbleh It wae prpppaed tp 
. confer upon women taxpayere waa so Hm> 
j lied lo ita ’eoope.that it wonid bare^beep 
valuable el^fly/as a reoogol^on tluU In 
fthe.oaee of women aa. Ip that of mep V^* 

I Atloa without repreaeutatlop.la ^n^y.", 



Miss Wilde, our associate editor, Ip.takr 
Ingya racatloo at West Tborotou, N. H, 
(Min Toruer Is agnlu at her post at Xo, $ 
Park Street. . 



The Art CommittM of the General Fed« 
^iiOD of Womeu’s Clubs, through its 
first publleatioo Id the new century, baa 
ITcsented u eoueise report of what .Is be* 
done by skilled womeu in obrtain defl* 
liues of the. line and applied arts.. A 
of Its facts and suggestions ..will 
apj^r next week. 



nr ncHOBT or a sxbozbb: 

. At Southampton. 00 June 80, lAdy Em* 
mabriebton unrellod a handsome drinking 
fonntain which baa been erected aa a me* 
mortal of the ' beroib stewardess of tha 
Stdio, Met. Mary Ann Bogera, who was 
drowned when tbe>Ul*fated steamer strook 
the Casqnets two years ago. It .will be 
remembered that Mrs. Rogers, seeing a 
lady passenger without a life belt, banded 
her her, own,' and> went down .with the 
ship. 1 . * , ' *! 

The qnestioo of a memorial at Sotttb* 
ampton was raised hyMIss Frodoes Power 
Cohbo, and snpported by Mrs., Annie, J. 
Bryans, Kotth Cray, Kent, and subsoiip* 
tioas flowed in. readily. The foontajn, 
wbleb U designed tn the old Koroun style, 
has been ereetsd on the Western Bsplan-i 
ade. . Two hundred and fifty pooods, left 
oxer, have been Invested with trastees tor 
tile benefit of the fPodly of the. deeesaed. 
■The Mayor and Oorporstioo^were presrat, 
and. 'Dotwltbstaodlog tbs heavy rmlo, a 
•laige oonoooneiof spectators witnessed 
■Ue tntereaUpg:eeremonyi i . u . 



As the rolUoall proceeded Mr Boone, of 
Mobile, voted *^ye, ayo, ayo,*' In a loud 
vpUb. 

’ Mr. O’Keal, of Lauderdale,' made Ue 
point of Older that Mr. Boone bad voted 
three times. 

.The presiding officer, Pr. Cironingbam,' 
of Jefferson, amid apjflaate, ' tostruoted 
the clerk to'eount Mr Boone one time. . 

Mr. Greer, of Calboon, explained bis 
vote by saying that be wisbod bo eoold 
vote a thousand ttmM to table' the propo* 
sUloo. , , . ' ’ 

By a vote of ^ to' 69 the Convention re* 
fused to table the amendment.', The vote 
was received with applause. 

By a viva vooe.vote of66,to 49 iho Oralg 
amendment allowing women taYpayers to 
vote on the question of levying taxes was 
then adopted. The announcement of the 
result of the. vote was reoelved with wild 
applausBi, and for a few mlpntM the Con* 
veotion was thrown into dimraer. 

Mr. Boone,' of Mobile,. moved that the 
amended amendment .be adapted and 
oalied for the ayes aud uay^ 

The call was. sustained, and by a vote of 
65 .to 40 the amended amendment was 
adopted. * ' . . ■ ' 

Judge Coleman,, of 'Greene, and Mr. 
Omr, of Oalhoun, gave notice that they 
would. move to reooq^dor. ^ 

> nuTBionoas , vpoji ^wombb. 
judge Cobb, ol «Maeon, sant np an 
amendmeot ae ah* independent Beotlon 
that women taxpayers may vote on.Meo* 
tions ’held to dstemlne the tisoanoe of 
bonds, 'pmrtdiag' that - they - posstes the 
•ednoatioDal,.pTOpertyi and good ehaxacter 
qualifications eootaiiiad:tn' the Attkla onj 
Softxage. *■ - I . ' 

Mr, deOn^uteld, ‘6t 'Bale,^ofUred.an^ 
(amendment ^'provldlog that- the .woe 



ests to Tepresent; they" cannot cast' bnt 
their pne vote each. The wotnaa's prop* 
erty, at last b really voiceless in the set*, 
tiement of hardens to be pot npco It, 

4he Is kept from' the polls. 

**It may be said that tew of these wom- 
en will' vets, 11 permitted* That Is tiue 
of .many men, and fs'not an effective argu* 
mdnt. If the female^ praperty owner Is 
givsn a voice In taxing her pro^ity,'and 
cbposei not to exercise It, 'tl^ b' her 
affair. ■ ‘ ' ■■ ■ , ■' 

This provitibn Is similar to one In tbt 
new Louisiana Constitution, wbloh is as 
follows: ' ' ' f 

Upon all questfons. submitted to the 
taxpayers, as snob, of any municipal or 
other (wlitical sub-diVtsions of this State, 
the qualifioatiooB of snoh taxpayers, ae 
VnterashaU'be those of age and residence 
prescribed by , this artimci and women 
taxpayers shall have the right to vote at 
airsttob elections, without reglstiation, in 
pereoh or by their agents aothorixed tn 
writingf Imt all ’other persons voting at 
snoh rieetlons shaii be registered voters, 
"This ^permits the women*a agents to 
iroto tor tham on 'tax matters, goli^ tu^ 
tber than' the 'Alabama propoaittom 

(The nsttefV Is to'be< brought up for re* 
oohsldexation'thls inonilng; hat the vote 
yesterday' was declslve-r66 to 49. .'It Is 
not. likeiy th^ there <^11 be change of' 
enpngh’ votei to-vripe put the amend* 
meat” ^ • ' 

A jnllee aeeonot of the . proceedings on 
the Stii' and' 9th' fnsta.^ wlU be ^nd oo 

i G. P. Pntnant’x 8<«“t New ao* 

Donooe for- Septemberi ’*Mrt; Gma," by! 
Kvel^a Etoye Bynd;**«A Onsy Angel,^ 
by 'Annette Labile Koble'i **BoyidBognei,' 
by 'AIberte-BaBSfbft;-VLtghta of OhOd* 
ilaod,^* by'Msud Ballliigtoa (Booth.. t ' 






Document 2: "Editorial Notes from The Woman's Jounal ."Alabama Secretary of 
State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Lesson 3: "We have... no member... who can speak" 



1. Background information for teachers: 

Black Alabamians knew full well that the state Constitution was being redrawn in 1901 
largely to restrict voting to "the intelligent and the virtuous." Among the four separate 
petitions addressed to the constitutional convention from black citizens was one 
forwarded with a cover letter by Booker T. Washington, perhaps the most renowned 
African American in the country. True to his ofl-repeated message, the Tuskegee Institute 
foimder/principal asked the convention delegates to recognize the economic value of 
black labor and to provide political compensation. This and the other softly worded pleas 
for a continuing voice in the political process for black Alabamians were ignored in the 
end. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify the concerns of the black voters of Alabama in 1901. 

2. Analyze an historic document. 

3. Discuss the predictions made by Washington concerning the changes 
which were proposed affecting the black community. 



3. Suggested Activities: 

1. Provide the students with copies of Document 1 and Document 2. 

2. Allow the students to read both documents. 

3. Upon completion, using the overhead projector or blackboard, ask the 
students to compile a list of requests from the African American 
population. 

4. Read aloud the last paragraph of the address: 

"Any law which will merely change the name and form of fraud, or can be 
interpreted as meaning one thing when applied to one race and something 
else when applied to another race, will not in our opinion improve our 
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present condition, but may unsettle the peace and thrift of our people and 
decrease the wealth and prosperity of Alabama." 

5. Ask the students explain what Washington is trying to say to the 
legislators by writing this statement in their own words. 



Documents: 

Document 1: "Letter from Booker T. Washington to Hon. John B. Knox, 23 May 
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, 

SGI 7778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson3/docl.html 

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention," 
Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SGI 7778, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson3/doc2.html 
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BOblvK*- '1% WAttUUN l,OOAK, TreMiir^N 

^ ' Tusnecee normal and industrial institutc. 

I I.VLXlKrUKA t'HU I , 

. rrt» tH£ TffA(f4,^tf6 OP yOU^OCOLORSD AWOWOMfff/. 

cbrtmiTEE OWINVCSTliENT or 
crfPuvncMi riimi. 



Mit.WM. U. DAX^OUTIN^IRh 

PKSldcat J4O11B iu.ilroo*A, 

vjO OMA(lVAy, New YoTtrC<>y» 

M B. j , Ci» TKnr.r» A VnXKit, 

A f Deilar Rl,. ??«»■ ycrV.CUy^. 






T'lay 05, WOl. 



3it>n. John B, l^nox, President, 

AlaWita State Const Itutlonel Convention, 
ntontg ornery, Ala. 



Dear Gir;- 

I have been appointed chairman of a c^mvmlttoo componod of Mem ra. 

W. K. Counoili Henry A. LoveleeSf Wu. Watkins, W. H. Pettlford, Chis, 0, 
Boothe and Pr. R. S* H. 'STaohlngton, to prweent the enoloeed address 
representing the feelinge and wishes of tKo colored peoplo of the Rtato 



of /ilabama to your Convention, and 1 very much hope that you can see your 
way' clear to havo It road to the Convention and to maJie whatever ctl'ier 
disposition of it you think proper. 

© Yours triAly, 






r ' 







c.- 






Document 1: "Letter from Booker T. Washington to Hon. John B. Knox, 23 May 
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, 

SGI 7778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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To the MemTaaro oaf the Constitutional Convention: - 

Slnoe It is true that pur race nuiahers In this stato about 0OO*f>OO 
and there la no loembar of theraoa a laamTsor of your bodyt who oon apeak , 
direotl;'^ for ua In an official Oi^aoltyi we do not think that you will 
mlaunderstand the object and spirit of t>iia coitouainlcaticn, for It la not 
sent to you in a dictatorial, fnultrf lading spirit, but v/lth an earnest 
dealffl to be of aome aaaiatanoa in the perittowuanoo of a ^ava and per- 
plexing task. VTe wake ouraelvaa all the more bold to aend you this ooeh 
munleatlon beoauaa raembera of your body in nearly every part of the state 
have eaqpressed a desire to hear from uo. 

It could not be expected that the 800,000 oolored people In thla^, 
state would not have aome interest in the deliberations of a body t5mt 
Is to frame the fundamental law under ^leh both raoea ore to be governed 
in this state, perhiqjs for all future time* 

Your petltlonara are not otlrrera of strife between the races, 
but we feel that the 'qt;ieetlonB with which you are to deal are above and 
beyond party politloa. Each of us, insorae calling, la a hard working, 
tax paying, and we truot, law abiding oltizen, and we believe that we 
represent In a large measure the foe lings and desires of the masses of 
our people In the state# 

¥o beg to your honorable body to keep In mind in dealing with the 
problems that grow out of our presenoe that, as a raoo, \io did not foro© 
ourselves upon you, but were brought here in moat oasea against our will; 
but nevertheless, we recognize that since being here, we have been vastly 
benofitted. We have gotten habits of industry, the English language, and 
the Christian rellKlon* and at the same timei v/o baTe tried in an humhle 

a (23 

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention," 

Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SGI 7778, 

Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1 
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way, to bonder valuable service to the white man in clearing the foreets, j 

/ 

*buildlng the railroads, oultlYuting the lands, wdrlcing the nines, as well 

A 

as in forms of domoatio aorvioo and in othor actiYitisB. Our 
fathers and mothers hare helped nurse you and your children, and when the 
nale members of the family were away from hone fighting in war that 
might hero meant our continued enslavement, we remained at home, worMng 
your fanos, supporting and protecting your helpfess wives and daughters* 
When m hsnro been oailed to perform any ‘duty of oltlaon^ip, whether * 
fighting a foreign foe, working the publio roads, or ai^ other duly, 
we have tried to do our best* 

Wtr be® of you to bear in mind that for more than twenty years the 
Kegro in this stote has not, os a rule, been a disturbing or offensive ^ 
element* Immediately after the uar, vre made miatakea just as would hare 
been true of any peoj^la placed in the eame i^osltion, but we have learned ' 
our lesson from those mistakes and they are not likely to be repeated* 

Tho ohongos wrought by time and the Providonoo of aod, it aoems to 
US, place your body in a particularly responsible position. Vou assemble 
at a time when your notions will not bo directed or restrloted by any 
pressure from the federal government or elsewhere • The Korth is almost 
unanimous in Its agreement that the futiu*e of the Negro in a large degree 
rests wltli the Souths* Almost for the first time sinoe freedom oame to us, 
a law-^moking body aoceznblea in the South, bearing the supromo law-making 
power of the state, and is left free to act entirely untraumieled by out- 
side Influences* Almost for the first time, the Negro is to rest his 
future In a largo dogroo upon the conBcience and intelligenoe of a great 
law-making body of a great Southern state* Yori have the power* The world 
will watch while you act* 

It requires little thought, effort or strength to degrade and pull 

down a weak race, but it la the sign of great statesiiianshlp to encourage 
* 

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention," 

Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SGI 7778, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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and lift up a vreak and unfortunate race* Daatruction io oasyS oonotruot-. 
Ion iB difficult. 

Thsro or© those amons your pa'tltlonerB who have ijerslstently ur^ed 
the Negro to learn to trust his future with his Southern vAiite nelghhor 
and that when the siipreTiie test oaine he would receive Justice at his 
honde. This is a oruolal hour for those v/ho have thus advised o.ur rab.©', 
hut we do not believe that our faith In you will he misplaced. Ve holieve 
that the poBeaeelon of great power will deepen your sympathy for tho' 
weak and dependent elements of our population. , ■ > ■ . , 

It sebme to us on tho v/hole, that the relations of the two races In 
tVils state are reaeonahly satiafaotoryi and we tremhle and fear lest 
Boiaethlng will he done to disturb these relations and to bring die- 
oouragCraont and demoralisation to our race* 

Of the greatest Impprtanoo la the aoononilo consideration. The 
greater portion of our people are settled upon the plantationa in the', 
cotton raisins dlstriots, while a large numhef of others la In the mining 
districts. Theaa people are occupying and cultivating land that Is 
largely owned by white people or operating other industries ovraed by 
white people. Still others are buying homes and thereby contributing .to 
the welfare of the state. In moat oases, they are a eontonted, producing, 
law-abiding people. Jllrpady, alarm la beginning to spread among them , 
and their fears are being worked upon by .emigration agents and exodus 
assoolations who ai;o tellins them that under the now constitution the . 
Negro's oit.i*enBh-lp will be taken from him and that hla aohoola will be 
virtually blotted out. These agencies expeot in one v;ay or another to 
reap gain by reason of ocmothlng that you»wlll do In your oonvention. 

Anything that will unsettle and oauae axoltement of people at the 
present time when, more than ever, In all parts of the state, the race is' 
beginning to laprovo, to settle down to habits of thrift, economy and 




Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention," 
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conmon *001188, will not onOy prove Injurioua to oiar rao6| "but to your© 

Til® Jilfl tory or all races proves tliet a contented intelligetft 
friendly working olooe Is th.e greatest poBsession of any state. 

The ITegro youth mist have some Inoentivo for right and useful living 
held out to him. Let tho 27 egrO youth feel that no matter hoiw Intelligent 
or useful he makea himaolf , that thore is no hops of reward held out 
before himi and there will be danger that he will become a beast | 
revelling in orlme and a body of death about the neck of the state. In 
a thousand ways, the Ignorant, ehlftless, criittlnal ITegro will retard the 
progress of the white race. 

The Hegro is not see 3 cing to 3 rule the v/hite man. In this state the 
B^ogro holds not a single elective office. Whenever he votes, he usually 
votes for some white man and is ioarnlng more and more to vote for the 
best white man. There Is in the last analysis a feeling of t'endernsss, 
good will and sympathy existing between the two races in this state, 
which the outside world can hardly understand or appreciate. We pray 
that this relation may not be disturbed. 

The Begro does ask, however, that since he Is taxed, works the roads, 
la punished for crime, I0 called upon to defend his country, tliat he have 
some humble fi}iare in choosing those who shall rule over him, oopeoiolly 
when he has proven his worthiness by becoming a taxpayer and a worthy 
reliable citizen. TOvile tho amount of direct taxes paid by the Negro Is 
small, all v/ill acknowledge that he is a large factor in enabling come 
one else to pey taxesl for the Negro who remits a farm or a house not only 
ijBya the rent, but indirectly, tho taxes aleo. 

We rejoice in that we have reached a period in our development,' when 
we can speak In frank but friendly terms of tJie objects of your conven- 
tion, the chief aim of which is, we trust, the wise and Just government 
of all the people of Alabama. In this high puri)OQe, your petitioners 

Document 2; "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention," 
Alabama Seeretary of State Constitutional Convention Proeeedings, SG17778, 
Alabama Department of Arehives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 4. 
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agree ^pd sympathize with you. We are all ovmers of property and t ax 
pay^e and have the same interest in good government that you have* Wo 
know that tho task hoforo you la a dolioate, trying and perplexing one. 

In this connection, we desire to ndd that, in our humhle -opinion, while 
there may he douht and uncertainty in many direotions, one thing ie 
ahoftlutely and unmlotcdcahiy clear, — that nothing that Ip not ahoolutoly 
just and fair, will ho ponaanentlor Bucceeaful* 

, Any law vdxich will merely change the naiue and form of fraud, qr can 
ho Interpreted ae meaning one thins when applied to one race and/pomethlxtg ; 
else when applied to another race, will not In our opinion improve our 
present concUtion, hut ir^ unsettle the peace and thrift of our people 
and dooreaoe the wealth and prosperity of Alabama. 

V/hile you dolihernto and act, he aaaured that you will have the 
praytira and good wishes of thousands of black people in every part of ^ 
our state* 

Respectfully eubmltted, ^ 



(Signed) 

Chas. 0* Boothe, 

D*. H* Tulane, 
iniijah. Cook, 

John L* Thozaas, 

Booker T* Washington, 

I 

M. H* Adams, 

Moses pavis, 

K* J* A. Loveleco, 

A. J* Wilhorn, 



H« K* Lee, 

Ad. Wimbs, 

S. S* H* Waehlngt on, M. B* , 
C. F* Steers, Sr., 

Wffl* Watkino, 

Henry Todd, 

S» Rosa, 

H. H. Herron, 

W. R. Pettiford, 



A. J. Wood, W. H. Council, 

J. W. Adame, R. B. Hudson, 

Jno. IT. Broim, Alfred C. THingee, B. 

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention," 
Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SGI 7778, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 5. 



O 

ERIC 



21 



27 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Lesson 4: An Opposite View 



1 . Background information for teachers: 

This lesson should be used with Lesson 3 in order to demonstrate differences of opinion 

in an historical setting. 

In the late 1880s and early 1890s the political power of the "Bourbon" 
Conservative Democrats was challenged for the first time since they had 
"redeemed" Alabama from Republican rule and Reconstruction. The Farmers' 
Alliance arose in the 1880s to demand state intervention on behalf of small 
farmers. Initially working within the Democratic Party, the reform movement by 
the 1890s became increasingly independent with some of its more radical 
members suggesting that small farmers ally with urban laborers and blacks (there 
was a Colored Alliance, too) to press their agenda for cooperative commerce and 
debt relief. 

John T. Milner, a Birmingham-area engineer-tumed-industrial developer, 
articulated the successful Conservative counterattack. He warned in an 1890 
pamphlet "White Men of Alabama Stand Together" of the dangers of returning to 
Republican rule and the turmoil of Reconstruction should the white man desert 
the Democratic Party. The same arguments would be advanced eleven years later 
by proponents of the 1901 Constitution. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. dentify and discuss opposite historical positions. 

2. Synthesize a letter of response using historical background. 



3. Suggested Activities: 

1. Provide copies of Document 1, the pamphlet, "White Men of Alabama 
Stand Together." 

2. Ask the students to use the general suggestions for analyzing a written 
document while reading the excerpts from the pamphlet. 
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3. 



Ask the students the following questions: 



a. What is Milner's reason for writing this pamphlet? 

b. How do you think that writings like these helped to move white 
north Alabamians from their support of the Republican party? 

c. After reading this, can you determine Milner's political party 
preference? 

4. Allow the students to compare and contrast Milner's publication with the 
address To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention found 
in Lesson 3. 

5. Assign the following: 

You are Booker T. Washington. You have just read Senator Milner's 
pamphlet. Write a letter to Sen. Milner explaining the need for equal 
suffrage. 



Document: 

John Milner, White Men of Alabama Stand Together, Pamphlet Collection - 
Subjects, LPRl 17, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and on the web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/ 
teacher/ccon/lesson4/docl .html 
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tei^uai ofr tiie wtiite man., and Eke therm they will ni'yer desiit until ' 
.d.eca.;^ and, ruin has overtakem both races in Alabanm. 

This^ is the simple truth of my s^oiid amd seljf^evident^proposi- 
tion. In Barbadoes aloiie h.a ve the whites contihued, t© hold power,; 
and in Barbadoes alone does the negro, nnaidcdhyeither Cootie and , 
Chinese emigration, keep up the agfieultute, and here alone have 
the white people maintained a decent and orderly' dvilizatioa. 

There has not been a moment of peace in Alabama, since 
the black ReptibHcaii pdrty was organ bed at Chicago in June,* 
i860, except perhaps, ^hen the Democrats held the lower 
house from 1875 to 1888, and there never will be, as long as 
the Republicens control the Government of the United 
They will continue to Utilize the negro as liibricanl^ 
party machinery as long as there is -any grease 
untiThe becomes like a squeezed lettton, and has 
in him, and just $g long will there be unrest among lihf: | 

people in Alabama. ‘ ’ 

In i860 it was the wr&ngs of the poor negro. M ;; 

is the of the po^^ ' < . 

The tfegro has the balanee of power in Illjnoia, Indianaj ^'Uhio,^ 
hvew York, Connecticnt, and perhaps now in Rhode Island. To— 
save these States to thd RepubliGau party, any ordinary political ' 
movement would be proper, but when bj* such movement it is cVi-r 
dent, or ifnokevident, probable, that roatcrial, soqial, and pplitieal 
ruin will be the result in Alabama, and others of the Southern 
.States, this movemeUt ceases to be poHtieal and becomes a Gfimei 
which if we iii our present condition, cannot resent or obviate, is 
marked down, by the Ruler of the Universe, against this great liatibh 
for futute consideration' If i t is to contiupe, whether I do right or 
wrong, I would Hkfi Hannibal swear every new bom child in the 
South to eternal hatred to our political petseGUtors, the Republi- 
can party. .. 

Had Daniel Webster not died out civil war would not have 
begun, as his grand eloquence, in fighting Sumner, Seward and 
others of their party, on the question of abolition stayed the tide 
until he was laid away in death. 

They labor side by side with white men, are schooled by the 
State precisely as white children are. In our criminal proceedings, 
and couris we treat thein as a race far better than they are treated 
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hi ihe eoiirtfi ©£ the Nortliem Ht»ites. Jfatsyoma will toke thit tfottbk- 
li© look apdl eKaiHUje p:i?|s t 69 »> mi' ian voUimt- M' tkv 

Compctiflitvm of thl-* United St.:!LotrCe!j^na for it iiBo, Iiik md.!! liml llial 
io, Ah’iiM'itrtti. we hiiil oonviciesi tiiad sentenced to oni' puiuteiitiary 
‘ _ tiien,, only one to every Ji»y 23 i, wliifel frorsi Ma^^acliaietty, 

frons w 1 ienc£alitliepplitii:alillsibi’'tlie Soutli eoiaiuatc, tlicy eon rioted 
a3td Sentenced to Is ei pesilidiitiary, one aeg.ro ■ In, eycry 3^4 tiicgroeiti 
zm&\ fit PcJsoi?ylvaaia, one negro to every 447; in Indiana, the 
IjODue o-t tlic PfCHident of the United yiateSf One negro in every 
Tn other words hfaitsackueUs cokirtsnfe four tltfii&s llarder on tlieiii 
than iLlahama courts; Pena’^ylvaniu, live times; and Indiana 
coiarts seveti tuues ..tieanei' to the negro as a itace thaii Alabama 
court?. What, then, 13 the misoti for this attempted violation of 
" all the la^vs of nature and huimiuky? I^anaticism,' coupled with 
’party purpose, alolic can ■.‘•tecount for it. If let alone the: whites 
' can, and will, contri>l, raawige. ^nd. steer the.. nneyenly 'freighted 
ship ofState of Alabama proudly and grandly down the stream of 
- Time; Hut ,{ I ' the s:w6r,d of Breii.ijus- is, to be cast into, the' scale, mud 
the negro ‘again should rule here; it would be bettor, as.SUi^gnsted 
b^ the great English hifitorian, Froude, in reference- W' the English 
West til dies, if left iu,C(,r. rol of their negroeH,- tha-t Alabama wdth. 
her ' freighted' cargo sliould sink beiieaib the' waves a.nd be iorover 
lost. ’ , ■ '■ 

WHITE- MEN OF ALAB^kMA, STANB ' TOGETHER ! 



Document 1 - John Milner, White Men of Alabama Stand Together^ Pamphlet 
Collection - Subjects, LPR117, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Lesson 5: Voting After the Constitution of 1901 



1. Background information for teachers: 

The Constitution of 1901 included a host of new voting requirements to restrict suffrage 
to "the intelligent and the virtuous voter." The new requirements were designed to take 
away the vote of African Americans without running afoul of the 15 th amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, which prohibited denying the right to vote on the basis of race. 
Residency and literacy requirements along with poll tax and property qualifications were 
included, as was a provision that voters be engaged in a lawful business. Poor whites who 
might have been disqualified by these restrictions could be "grandfathered" in for life if 
they or their ancestors had served in the military or if they were of "good character" and 
"understood the duties of citizenship." The new Constitution effectively disfranchised 
nearly all black Alabamians and dramatically reduced the numbers of white voters as 
well. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Define the terms "suffrage" and "poll tax." 

2. Discuss the limitations of suffrage as written in the 1901 constitution. 

3. Compare and contrast voting qualifications and rights from the Jim Crow 
era and those of the present. 



3. Suggested Activities/Analysis for Entire Lesson: 

1 . Make a copy of Document 1 . 

2. Ask the students to use the general suggestions for analyzing a written 
document. 

3. Ask the students to guess why J. G. Crommelin, Jr. was given a certificate 
of registration for life. 

4. Make a copy of the Synopsis of Voting Requirements. 
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5. After reading the voting requirements, ask the students which of the 
provisions might have been met by J. G. Crommelin, Jr. 

6. Ask the students to list those people who could NOT vote imder the 
provisions of the new constitution. 

7. Make a copy of Document 2 and Document 3. 

8. Allow the students to compare the numbers of white and black voters who 
had to pay the poll tax in each document. 

9. Allow the students to compare and contrast the numbers of white and 
black voters from the Perry Coimty, Radfordville precinct in 1 892 
(Document 2) and in 1902 (Document 3). What can be gathered from this 
data? 

10. Using reference materials, ask the students to find out the qualifications 
for voting in the present time. 

11. Ask the students to make a list of similarities and differences between 
voting rights of the present time and those of 1901. 



Documents: 

Document 1: "Life certificate of registration," Crommelin Family Papers, LPR62, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson5/docl.html 

Document 2: "List of Registered Voters, Radfordville Precinct, Perry Coimty, 

1 892," LG5494 folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson5/doc2.html 

Document 3: "Poll List, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County, 1902," LG2313, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson5/doc3.html 
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Document 1: "Life certiflcate of registration," Crommelin Family Papers, LPR62, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Synopsis of Voting Requirements from the 
Constitution of 1901: 

The applicant must: 

1. have resided in Alabama for two years, his county for one year and his ward for 
three months; 

2. have paid a poll tax of $1 .50, retroactive to 1901 or to the year when voting age 
was reached on or before February 1 in the election year; 

3. own real or personal property worth $300 or more or forty acres of land on which 
the taxes had been paid; (The assets of the wife could be used for the voter, if 
necessary.) 

4. be able to read and write any article in the constitution in English to the 
satisfaction of the registrars; 

5. have been engaged in a lawful business for the previous year; 

6. have been free of conviction of crime. 

Additionally, until January of 1903, a man who met the age, residence and poll tax 
requirements could register to vote for life provided that he had been in the army or navy 
in previous wars. This provision was also extended to those who were descendants of 
sailors or soldiers. Also, the vote was extended to those men who exhibited good 
character and understood the duties of citizenship. 

Source: 

William Warren Rogers, Robert David Ward, Leah Rawls Atkins and Wayne Flynt, 
Alabama: The History of a Deep South State (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 
1994), p. 347. 




29 



35 




Document 2: "List of Registered Voters, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County, 
1892," LG5494 folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama., page 1 
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Document 2: "List of Registered Voters, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County, 
1892," LG5494 folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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Document 3: "Poll List, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County, 1902," LG2313, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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